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(57) Abstract 

A communication network system which can be 
rebuilt in a short time after the appearance of a defect and a 
method for rebuilding the system. A communication network 
system is provided with a plurality of node devices (10-1 - 
10-4) which are distributed at a plurality of places and 
transmission lines (la, lb) which connect a plurality of the 
node devices. Out of a plurality of the node devices, one 
device is set to a master station (10-1) which manages the 
operation of the system. When the master station has a 
defect, the node devices communicate with each other and 
check if there are node devices of higher priority than itself 
or not The node device which confirms that there is no node 
device of higher priority than itself becomes a substitute 
master station on behalf of the defective master station, and 
takes over the management of the operation of the system. 
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